Reflections and Interesting facts about Singapore
1. Singapore is very passionate about toilets. The Singapore government tabled a UN resolution to
designate 19th November as World Toilet. It received the support of 122 countries and also formed
the world toilet organisation on 19 November 2001 in Singapore.
2. Singapore is known as the least corrupt city in Asia and the fifth least corrupt country in the world.
3. Singapore has a national tree planting day on 7 November each year everyone from the prime
Minister to ordinary citizens plant trees on this day.

4. The flag of Singapore - two equal horizontal bands of red (top) and white ; near the hoist side of
the red band, there is a vertical , white crescent ( closed portion is toward the hoist side) partially
enclosing five white -pointed stars arranged in a circle ; red denotes brotherhood and equality; white
signifies purity and virtue; the waxing crescent moon symbolises a young nation on the ascendancy ;
the five stars represent the nation's ideals of democracy, peace, progress, justice and equality.

5. The government opened up a series of manmade solar powered trees, up to fifty metres high, in
the Gardens at the Bay project.

6. More than 80% of Singapore's lives in government- subsidised houses while the home ownership
is 92%!
7. Singaporeans are said to be the fastest pedestrians in the world!
8. Chewing gum is banned without a prescription in Singapore.
9. Caning is still legal in Singapore as a form of punishment.
10. The Singapore Wheel at 165m is the second highest observation wheel in the world missing the
cut by two metres to become the highest in the world.
11. Singapore has a limit on the height of its buildings - 280 metres.

12. Singapore has compulsory military conscription of 1-2 years once you reach 18.
13. Elevators in Singapore have a Urine Detection Device, and if it detects the smell, it locks the door
until the police arrive. Singapore has a specific law which prohibits urinating in the elevators.
14. According to the Stockholm International Peace Research Institute, it's the worlds fifth largest
arms importer.
15. It is a crime not to flush a public toilet after use in Singapore.
16. Though Singapore is a city state, it consists of 63 smaller islands.

17. The Singapore Grand Prix Racing Circuit is not only Asia's first one but also held the first ever
Formula One night race in its inaugural 2008 night race.
18. Singaporean children topped the global math and science education ranking by the Organisation
for Economic Cooperation and Development.
19. Ainan Celeste Cawley of Singapore is record holder for being the youngest child ever to pass the
O level at the age of seven. At nine, for good measure, he cracked the physics O level certificate too!
20. Singapore's National stadium has the worlds largest retractable dome, at 312 m in diameter. The
huge canopy takes twenty minutes to open and close. The roof not only keeps out the rain, but also
doubles as a giant projector screen. It covers 95% of they seats and is made of a cutting edge
weather resistant material that blocks out the sun's rays as well as raindrops.
21. Singapore has two days dedicated to children. 1 October is dedicated to children below 12 and
youth day is celebrated on 1 July for teenagers.

22. The only tropical garden with a Unesco World Heritage site tag is the 156 year old Singapore
Botanical Garden. With 4.5 million annual visitors and a National Orchid Garden, it is a place that
must be visited.

23. During World War Two, Singapore was a theatre of war with about a million soldiers fighting on
this Island.

Singapore war memorial

24. Singapore is one of only three surviving city- states in the world. The others are Monaco and
Vatican City.
25. Singapore's first name was Temasek which literally meant sea town.

26. The Prime Minister of Singapore ranks number one in terms of the salary it gives to its Head of
State. The prime minister earns 1.7 million annually, which is four times higher than the USA. The
president of Singapore is Halimah Yacob.

27. Lee Kuan Yew was they first Prime Minister of Singapore who held the office for three decades
and turned Singapore into a first world country in a single generation.

28. 17% of the population, or one in every six people! has assets worth $1 million dollars or more
which is the highest in the world.
29. Singapore is an Asian tiger. It is the name given to the economies of four Asian countries - Hong
Kong, South Korea, Taiwan and Singapore who saw tremendous economic growth in the twentieth
century,
30. The Changi airport was voted the World's Best Airport for the fourth consecutive year.

31. The diversity of Singapore made Singlish, a colloquial Singaporean English, the de facto language
of the State. The words lah and sinseh is in the online version of the Oxford English Dictionary.
32. The official languages are English, Malay, Mandarin and Tamil.
33. The national anthem is in micro text on the back of the $ 1000 note.
34. Any primary school student will know the story of Sang Nila Utama, a prince from Palembang
who saw a creature he thought was a lion, and duly named the Island Singapura, which means Lion
City in Sanskrit. However there were never any lions in Singapore. The Singa or lion represents the
animal that Sang Nila Utama saw and the fish is a tribute to SingPores history as Temasek, an ancient
sea town.
35. The flying fox, the worlds largest bat with a wingspan of up to 1.5 metres can be found on Pulau
Ubin, one of the islands off the mainland.
36. The worlds first night zoo, the night safari is located in Singapore.
37. Violinist Vanessa Mae was born in Singapore.

38. The Singapore Sling was first served up to guests at the Long Bar of the Raffles in 1915.

39. Singapore is one of the world's leaders in meeting out they death penalty (mostly drug offences)
40. Singapore scored its first Olympic gold medal on 12 August 2016 when Joseph Schooling won a
gold medal in the 100m butterfly with a time of 50.39 seconds.

41. Singapore buys sand from Malaysia, Cambodia and Vietnam. It reclaims land from the sea and
builds on the land.

42. In 2016 Paralympic swimmer Yip Pin Xiu earned a new world record at the 2016 Paralympic,
earning her a gold medal. She went in to win a second gold medal in the 50m breaststroke.
43.The Marina Bay Sands complex has many great shops and has a casino and a sky bar and deck on
the 56th floor.

44. Little India has a number of temples and some have been renovated.

45. There are two big statues of Sir Stamford Raffles situated close to one another.

46. The Asian Civilization Museum is a fascinating museum that chronicles all the major Asian
civilisations. The 1998 discovery of a shipwreck dating back to the ninth century was a fantastic find.
The ceramics and mass production was on an unimaginable scale.

47. Orchid Road is a shoppers paradise. Everything you want you can find there! Bring your credit
card!

48. I end off with one of the biggest Merlion statues I have ever seen!

Enjoy your vacation!
Regards
Dr Lyndon Bouah

